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DETAILED ACTION 

Requesting Continued Examination (RCE) 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of the Requesting Continued Examination (RCE) field 16 April 
2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-12 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeFrasne et al (US 5,603,629) in view of Wallace et al (US 5,933,328). 

Re claims 1-12 and 16-21: DeFrasne et al discloses an apparatus/SDvl card door for 
holding a SIM card 70 for an electronic device comprising a SIM card 70; a printed circuit board 
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20; a SIM connector 15 mounted on the printed circuit board 20; a SIM card door 22 for 
releasably holding the SIM card 70, the SIM card door 22 is configured to move the SIM card 70 
into engagement with the SIM connector 1 5 when in a closed position, to releasably hold the 
SIM card 70 such that the SIM card 70 is properly aligned with the SIM connector 15 when the 
SIM card door 22 is moved into the closed position, to slidably [slide tracks 4] accept the SIM 
card 70 into a properly aligned position when the SIM card door 22 is in the open position; a 
plurality of groves [44, 50], which serves as holders disposed on the surface of the SIM card 
door 22, the groves/holders [44, 50] configured to hold the SIM card 70 in the proper position, to 
hold the SIM card 70 when the SIM card door 22 is in the open position; the SIM card door 22 is 
releasably engageable with a housing and is including a latch in order to maintain the closed 
position and the housing is for containing an electronic device (e.g., a personal information 
device) (see figs. 1 and 3a; col. 2, line 15 through col. 44). 

DeFrasne et al fails to teach or fairly suggest that the electronic device is a personal 
digital assistant and the printed circuit board is mounted within a single piece back housing of 
the personal digital assistant; wherein the SIM connector is smaller than the SIM card. 

Wallace et al teaches an apparatus for holding a SIM card 23 for a mobile phone 11, 
which serves as a personal digital assistant and the printed circuit board is mounted within a 
single piece back housing of the mobile phone 11 (see fig. 8; col. 4, lines 45+); wherein the SIM 
connector [29a-31a and 33a-35a] is smaller than the SIM card 23(see fig. 8). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Wallace et al into the teachings of DeFrasne 
et al in order to provide DeFrasne et al with a better protection of the printed circuit board (i.e., 
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mounted within the housing). Furthermore, such modification would provide DeFrasne et al 
with a more compact system (i.e., due to a single piece back housing and the SIM connector is 
smaller than the SIM card), which the user can carry along within his/her pocket/purse 
conveniently. Accordingly, such modification would have been merely a substitution of 
equivalents (i.e., the electronic device is a personal digital assistant such as cellular phone, 
pagers, etc.) and an obvious engineering variation, well within the ordinary skill in the art, and 
therefore an obvious expedient. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 16 April 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

6. In response to the Applicant's argument to "...the smaller SIM connector ensures a 
minimum amount of PCB area of the handheld device is devoted to the interconnect with the 
SIM card, saving such area for other components of the PCB device..." (p. 6; 4 th paragraph), the 
examiner respectfully requests the Applicant to review fig. 8 of Wallace et al wherein comparing 
to the SIM card 23, the SIM card connector [29a-31a and 33a-35a] is smaller. In addition, the 
SIM card connector [29a-31a and 33a-35a] occupies a small amount of space of the PCB, and 
thus saving an area for additional connector [45a-51a] for a second card (e.g., MMC card 43). 
Therefore, a single piece back housing of a cellular telephone having a SIM connector smaller 
than a SIM card meets the claimed limitation of the invention. 

7. In response to the Applicant's argument to "... The combination does not show or 
suggest, within a single piece back housing of the personal information device, a SIM connector 
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mounted on the PCB, the SIM connector configured to electrically connect the SIM card to the 
PCB when the SIM card is engaged with the SIM connector, wherein the SIM connector is 
smaller than the SIM card..." (pages 6-7), the examiner respectfully requests the Applicant to 
review the primary reference to DeFrasne et al. DeFrasne et al discloses a SIM card door for 
holding a SIM card 70 for an electronic device comprising a SIM card 70; a printed circuit board 
20; a SIM connector 15 mounted on the printed circuit board 20. However, DeFrasne et al is 
silent with respect to dispose the PCB on a single piece back housing of the electronic device 
having the SIM connector smaller than the SIM card. The second reference to Wallace et al 
teaches a cellular telephone having a PCB disposed on a single piece back housing having a SEM 
connector smaller than the SIM card (as shown in fig. 8). Accordingly, the claimed limitation, 
given the broadest reasonable interpretation, Black et al as modified by Heckman in view of 
Mitchell meets the claimed invention (see the rejection above). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Uyen-Chau N. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-2397. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MICHAEL G LEE can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

April 29, 2004 

KARL D. FRECH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




